Sip Gas With...

Total Fuel System Cleaning

Clean Injectors = Higher MPC

By Tammy Williams
VehicleMD Staff Writer

14 | VehicleMD

most of us would like, you may

WHNE 0 SUEEES CVery penny you
can out of each gallon of gas. Fortunately,
there is a preventive maintenance service that
can help vou do just that—a rotal fuel system
cleaning,

N;IS\T}-' dcpn.&'i['{ in your engine can lead o
symptoms like hesitation, diminished vehicle
acceleration, increased emissions and reduced
fuel economy. These deposits can appear be-
cause of improper maintenance, r.lrjx-'ing in
stop-and-go traffic, or driving in extremely
hot or extremely cold weather conditions.
A total fuel system
..'kulnPlg will help get
rid of these deposits.

A toral fuel sys-
tem cleaning gener-
ally consists of three
stages. The first stage
and

deposits  in

l'll.\:'l:ll:l.h' reImoves
carbon
the upper part of the future.
engine. The second
stage is usually added
directly to the fuel tank. This helps clean the
rest of your fuel syseem, like che fuel lines and
fuel pump. It also cleans the insides of your
fuel injectors. In combination, these two
stages create a chird stage, which cleans the
fuel injector tips.

There is usually one fuel injector for each
cylinder in your vehicle's engine, and it is
very important that these are kept clean. A

» Improper maintenance.

» Driving in stop-and-go traffic.

» Driving in extremely hot or
extremely cold weather.

fuel injector char is even partially clogged ca;
waste fuel and money.

To help you better understand fuel injec
tors, think of them like a showerhead. Whe
the showerhead is clean, water Hows freel
giving you a very pleasant shower. Howeve
if there are calcium or lime deposits on vou
showerhead, some of the holes may becom
clogged, and you won't get the full spray o
the showerhead. Carbon deposits do the sam
thing to fuel injectors. Instead of spraying 1
a nice cone shape, carbon deposics deflect th
spray patterns. This means that your vehicl
is not operating ar its maximum efficiency

By having a total fuel system cleaning
, service performed on your car, you
can be confident that your vehicle is
not wasting any gas—and it also can
reduce the risk of costly repairs in the

and you're not getting the full benefic fron
vour fuel system or gasoline.

By having a total fuel system cleaning ser
vice performed on your car, you can be con
fident that your vehicle is not wasting an;
gas—and ir also can reduce the risk of costl
repairs in the future.

“If you have one fuel injector go bad fron
deposits or buildup, you can easily be look
ing ar a 5300 or $400 repair situation for jus
one injector,” said Steve Farr, vice presiden
of Smarc Blend Synthetics, Life Automotive
Produces, Inc.

A fuel system cleaning every 15,000 mile
will help keep your fuel system in top condi
rion. This little bit of preventive maintenance
will not only help tend off costy repairs ir
the furure, but it also can help you start sav-
ing money at the pump today. +



