b b blegislative Update By Adron Lawe, AATA

An Economic Stimulus idea ’

There is no question that energy prices are having a maintenance would be in the millions.
major impact on the pocketbooks of Americans. A recent
Wall Street Journal/MBC Mews poll found that Americans
cite gasoline prices as the economic woe that most affects
them. Whether the economy is in a recession or not, the
increasing price of gasoline is making matters worse for
households that are already struggling to make ends
meet. Unfortunately, many car owners will respond to the
economic downtum by putting off vehicle maintenance,

The question for the industry is: how do we get motor-
ists to take action in their best interest when based on
appearance it looks like their car is running fine? Of course,
education of the motorist on the importance of proper
vehicle maintenance can be an effective way to convince
them not to avoid regular trips to their service facility.

“How do we get motorists to take action in their
best interest when based on appearance it looks
like their car is running fine?”

only taking care of the items that are critical to keeping
their vehicle running; thus reducing traffic at many vehicle
service facilities, including guick lubes. Notwithstand-

ing the fact that putting off regular vehicle maintenance
will be bad for your bottom line, it also is not in the best
economic interest of motorist, the LS, enargy situation or
the environment.

According to the Department of Energy web site
www.fueleconomy.gov, “fixing a car that is noticeably out
of tune or has failed an emissions test can improve its gas
mileage by an average of 4 percent..."The site goes on to
explain that"fixing a serious maintenance problem, such
as a faulty oxygen sensor, can improve your mileage by
as much as 40 percent."With Americans using about 385
million gallens of gasoline per day according to the
Department of Energy, the savings in annual fuel
consumption which would result from better vehicle
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According to the Car Care Council which administers the
industry's Be Car Care Aware program, "performing simple
and inexpensive maintenance can save as much as $1200
ayear in gas costs! The Council urges motorists to check
their gas caps, contending that 17 percent of vehicles on
the road have gas caps that are either damaged, loose or
are missing altogether causing 147 million gallons of gas
to vaporize every year, Dirty spark plugs cause misfiring
which wastes fuel and replacing a clegged air filter can
improve gas mileage by as much as 10 percent, saving







