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Free Gasoline?

by John Holle

MNow that I have your attention, who
would have imagined that the price of
gasoline would be where it is today?
While you can't control the price of
gasoline directly, you can impact a
vehicles fuel economy.

Improved fuel economy can get

The cost of operating a car today has
increased dramatically. Some of these
costs can be controlled by smart/safe
driving behaviors. Maintaining a
vehicle will keep it running smooth
and, more importantly, allow drivers
to get the most out of every tank.

you further on a tank of gas so it has
the same effect as lowering fuel price.
This can be a great opportunity to of-
fEr }'f_'rlll' customers a l:h-ilnEE to Pl}.‘iﬁi'
bly restore the fuel economy on their
vehicles. How would you like to ad-
vertise, “restore fuel economy in your
vehicle” to your customers? [ suggest
offering a “fuel economy oil change
service,” which includes an oil change
with the recommended grade of oil,
tire inflation to the recommended
pressure, a new engine air filter and
a fuel system cleaning service. Let’s
look at what it takes to possibly re-
store fuel economy and what services
are recommended.

If a customer hasn't been using the
manufacturers recommended grade
of oil, and you have them switch to
the recommended grade, it may im-
prove their fuel economy by up to 2
percent. Using SAE 10W-30 in vehi-

cles designed to use SAE 5W-30 may
reduce fuel mileage by 1 to 2 percent.
Similarly, if you use SAE 5W-30 in an
engine designed to use SAE 5W-20,
it may reduce fuel mileage by 1 to 1.5
percent. Either way, don't stray from
the recommended viscosity grade.

Under-inflated tires can reduce gas
mileage on average 0.4 percent for
every one psi the four tires are low
on pressure. Have you ever tried to
ride a bike when the tires are low? It
takes much more energy to get the
bike moving and to keep it moving,
It is the same with your car. Having
properly inflated tires may add as
much as 3 percent to your vehicles
tuel economy.

Changing the engine air filter is
one of the most neglected automotive
maintenance services and one that
may really detract from your cars
fuel efficiency. Most manufacturers
recommend changing the air filter
every 15,000 miles, or sooner if the
vehicle is operated in dusty or dirty
areas. Remember how hard it was to
ride a bicycle with low tire pressure,
MNow try peddling it while breathing
through a straw. A dirty air filter re-
stricts the amount of air that can get
to an engine. When the engine can't
get the proper amount of air, it works
harder.

Replacing a dirty air filter can in-
crease fuel mileage as much as 10
percent in older vehicles. It will also
provide better protection for the en-
gine. (Never try cleaning a used air
filter by banging it against a hard
surface or even worse blowing il
out with compressed air; banging a
used air filter against a hard surface
may damage the filter media, creat-

ing gaps and holes that can allow dir
to pass through. Compressed air car
easily damage the air filter media anc
should never be used to clean a usec
filter.)

Fuel system cleaners may do a gooc
job of increasing fuel economy. too
Ower time, if drivers use a low-quality
discount gasoline, gunk and carbor
deposits may form on fuel injectors
The deposits can obstruct fuel flow
through the injectors. These depos
its, although very small, may preven
the injector from properly atomizing
the fuel. This makes the combustior
process much less effective, agair
reducing fuel efficiency. In the past
engines used carburetors to mix the
fuel and air at the top of the intak
manifold and this mixture was rur
through the manifold to the combus-
tion chamber, Now almost all auto
motive engines are fuel injected. The
fuel is injected just before or directl;
into the combustion chamber. Fue
system cleaners
that are intro-
duced at the in-
take manifold
help remove
the dirt and de-
posits that form
in the intake
manifold run-
ners. Repairing
an engine that
is  noticeably
out of tune or
fails an emis-
sion test may
result in up to
a 4 percent im-
provement  in
fuel economy.
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